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The Wyndham Garden is now
renovated and enhanced with ame-
nities that many hotels in the Ca-
ribbean wish they had. The inves-
tment speaks for itself. They de-
dicated $4.2 million to create the
dream hotel on the eastern part of the
island. The purpose is clear: leisure,
corporate and family tourism as well
as catering to the wedding, special
event and conventions segment. Next
to nothing.

The truth is that Empresas San-
tana is doing everything within its
reach to transform the new Wyn-
dham Garden Hotel and Casino at
Palmas del Mar into the “ideal spot”
to spend luxury vacation without
having to fly away.

From relaxing to entertaining mo-
ments, the amenities include tennis
courts, swimming pools, horseback
riding tours, golf courses, casinos,
spas and restaurants – eve r y t h i n g
encircled by an immense garden from
where one can appreciate every mor-
ning a spectacular sunrise featuring a
beach strip on which one can feel the
sweet caress of the ocean waves.

Spacious rooms
The renovations at the Wyndham

Garden aimed to freshen up the hotel,
make its spaces more modern with
light colors that highlight the open-
ness to nice areas for nice gatherings,
with tropical furniture, wicker chairs,
plants that contribute to the green-
ness of the paradisiacal Humacao
community. The high ceilings give
continuity to other spaces creating a
strategic lighting and an intimate
ambiance in a boutique hotel at-
m o s p h e re.

And though we would like to avoid
the impossible, – absolute seclusion –
all the rooms have unlimited
high-speed Internet access, LED
screen TVs, cable and much more.
The Wyndham Garden also provides
service at its Business Center, with
computers, printers and other office
equipment guests may need to use. It
must be noted that the presence of
Amalgama, the main restaurant at the
resort, opens for breakfast and din-

At the Garden in Palmas

Sports

Miniature hobby, great results

By El Nuevo Día

Hobby: Orro Tennis Academy offers two initial lessons free of charge, gear included.

ner. At Ginger, an eatery located in
the middle of the pool, they serve
burgers and sandwiches for a casual
lunch experience as well as soft drin-
ks and cocktails. Guests may also
choose from a great wine selection
and hors d’oeuvres as well as am-
biance music at the Circle Wine Bar
and Cellar – the new lobby bar.

Sports tourism
The Wyndham Garden features

golf and tennis at its Palmas del Mar
Golf and Tennis clubs, respectively.
The former was recently chosen as
the second best golf course in Puerto
Rico by the Golf Digest Challenging
and labeled as “the best” by Barron's
Ma g a z i n e.

Water bound, island-style
For those who love the water, the

resort boasts the re-designed infinity
pool with access to the Palmas del
Mar Beach Club. It resembles a tro-
pical pavilion due to its Water Park
that serves as preamble to the beach,
great variety of swimming pools, jets
and streams, water sports installa-
tions, beach volleyball and beach soc-
c e r.

A hotel with
benefits, that is the
Wyndham Garden,
located in the
middle of the most
complete resort on
the island

By El Nuevo Día

Dream hotel: The Wyndham Garden & Casino @ Palmas del Mar is steps
away from the Candelero Beach in Humacao.

Bomba!
■ Come learn the basic steps of bomba dancing
to Puerto Rico's Afro-Caribbean rhythms every
Tuesday and Thursday with Gigantes de la
Bomba at Rey Fernando public square in Car-
olina from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
For information, please call 787-701-5152.

Orocovis patron saint festivities
■ From June 22 to 24 come enjoy live musical
performances by Fabián, La Secta, Cultura Pro-
fética, Milly Quezada, Tercer Cielo, Tito Nieves
and many more at the tradicional patron saint
festivities in Orocovis. There will be sports
events and good food.
For additioinal information, please call the Orocovis
town hall at 787-867-5000.

Film screening at the estuary
■ Next Saturday, June 23 come enjoy the chil-
dren's animation movie, "Horton Hears a Who!"
at the Jaime Benítez Park facing the Condado
Lagoon at 7:00 p.m.
For additional information, please call 787-725-8165.
Free entrance.

What to do? Where to go?

Hot spots

By José A. Sánchez Fournier
JOSE.SANCHEZ@ELNUEVODIA .COM

In order to promote the sport of tennis as a hobby for
kids and youngsters, the International Tennis Fe-
deration (ITF) is working hard to promote mini-tennis
around the world.

Mini-tennis is a miniature version of the sport,
played on smaller courts with less bouncing balls to
make volleying easier for smaller children.

“The main benefit of mini-tennis is that it adapts the

modality of the sport to the characteristics and skills of
the players,” explained the veteran coach Jorge Orro,
who is heading a mini-tennis program at the Orro
Tennis Academy, at the Honda Tennis Center in
Baya m ó n .

“The court dimensions are smaller, they use smaller
rackets and lighter tennis balls. Moreover, it’s easier to
make the sport appeal to the masses, as it guarantees
immediate success for participants and assures pro-
longued participation practicing the sport.” For details,
please visit the Orro Tennis Academy Facebook page.

Mini-tennis, another amusing game for kids to learn the sport

By El Nuevo Día

What's next?: Yousev García and Daniel Pagán from Asesores Ambientales y Educativos, Inc. said that their contracts were renewed even when
the gas pipeline project had been killed.

Three-month wait to learn
about gas pipeline susbtitute

PUERTO RICO EDITION

The government advocates for a formal competitive process

Colonial status case
of the island to be
discussed at the UN

By El Nuevo Día

Decolonization: Expected to be approved yesterday, the
resolution states the inalienable right of the Latin
American and Caribbean countries to self-determination
and independence," according to Dalmau.

By José A. Delgado
JEDELGADO@ELNUEVODIA .COM

WASHINGTON – The United Nations Special Committee
on Decolonization was scheduled to discuss yesterday a new
resolution favoring the right of Puerto Rico to self-deter-
mination and independence.

The measure was presented by the Cuban government, with
the endorsement of the governments that comprise the Bo-
livarian Alliance for the Americas (ALBA, for its Spanish
acronym) headed by Venezuela.

At this time, the United States recognizes the colonial
situation of Puerto Rico, but "doesn’t give way to promote
decolonization," says in his speech the Puerto Rican In-
dependence Party secretary general and governor candidate
Juan Dalmau.

Therefore, he said, it is imperative to re-spark "a cooperative
action among Latin American and Caribbean countries with the
purpose of promoting a great Pan American political initiative
through which the Americas can express their unconditional
solidarity with the achievement of our national independence;
and claims the decolonization of Puerto Rico before the United
Nations General Assembly and the government of the United

States of America."
Dalmau will be one of the tens of speakers who will make

statements before the so-called Committee of 24, which has
kept the case of Puerto Rico open since the 1970s.

The pressure from political groups, especially those pro
independence, and governments from the Americas, like those
of countries like Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua, are aimed at
getting the UN General Assembly to review the political
situation of Puerto Rico.

Po l i t i c s

By Gerardo E. Alvarado León
GALVARADO@ELNUEVO -
DIA .COM

Despite the alternatives that were
revealed last week, the decision on
which project would substitute the
gas pipeline project would be dis-
closed in three months, the Puerto
Rico Power Authority (PREPA) go-
vernment board chairman José Ortiz
said.

According to him, his intention is
to put the three options presented by
the Environmental Compliance and
Energy Alternatives Inter-sectoral
Committee (CICAAE, for its Spanish
acronym) to governor Luis Fortuño
"to compete".

The three options are, a floating
terminal at Aguirre from which sma-
ll barges would supply liquefied na-
tural gas to the thermal power ge-
nerating plants on the north and

eventually to Mayagüez; a buoy with
a supertanker on the north of Toa
Baja that would be connected to a
pipeline that supplies natural gas to
the power plants; and bringing com-
pressed natural gas through a ter-
minal on the north coast.

"All the alternatives have attrac-
ted potencial companies to the is-
land. They have already carried out
preliminary assessments. Companies
from all over the world have come
here," Ortiz said. For the time being,
the name of the corportations will
remain a secret. "I understand that a
three-month period is more than
enough to decide which is the most
attractive option," the engineer said.

Meanwhile, governor Fortuño
made a statement via his press se-
cretary Edward Zayas that he will
soon convene with federal agencies

to show them the report with the
alternatives presented by CICAAE.

When asked for his comment on
the matter, Ortiz said that it's a
"healthy" move that aims to speed up
the processes, especially the permit
granting one. "We have to make
federal agencies aware of why we are
replacing one alternative for the ot-
her. Let's see how they can help us
accelerate the permit (granting) or
amendments to the current permit,"
Ortiz said predicting that the gas
pipeline options could also require
new environmental assessments
( E A) .

Expecting an apology
After the news broke regarding

the report submitted by CICAAE,
leaders from the Casa Pueblo de
Adjuntas environmental advocacy

group, who have led the strong com-
munity opposition to the gas pipeline
project, demanded an apology from
Fortuño to the people and to revert
all the damages caused to the fa-
milies that were expropriated as well
as to PREPA customers.

"The government admitted that
the proposed 92-mile pipeline was
never feasible, and most importantly,
they never justified the deceit to
PREPA customers regarding its fi-
nancing against their will; the farce
of a tube that was always empty and
never had gas to operate," said Ar-
tuso Massol Deyá.

Massol urged Fortuño and the
PREPA to discuss the alternatives
presented by CICAAE not only with
federal agencies, but also with com-
munity groups.

Right to bail
■ The Puerto Rico Bar Association
will host this week two forums on
two subjects. Today, at 6:30 p.m. the
forum in Spanish entitled, "The right
to bail that we need: an insight from
a law and human rights perspective"
will take place, whereas tomorrow,
Thursday, at 7:15 p.m. the forum in
Spanish entitled, "The referendum on
Legislative Reform and Unicameral
Legislature" will take place at the
headquarters on Ponce de León
Avenue in Miramar in San Juan.

C e n t r o B a s ke t
■ The much-awaited basketball
tournament that kicked off yesterday
continues until Sunday with
Dominican Republic, Cuba, Mexico,
Panama, the U.S. Virgin Islands,
Jamaica, The Bahamas, Nicaragua,
Costa Rica and Puerto Rico as
participating countries. Tickets range
from $5.66 to $32.13 and are
available at www.ticketpop.com. For
more details, call 787-294-0001.

End of hot streak for DR
■ With a victory in five sets, the
Puerto Rico Women's Volleyball
National Team defeated the
Dominican Republic Sunday putting
an end to their winning streak and
finishing third in the Group F of the
World Tournament taking place in
Japan. The final score was 25-19,
21-25, 25-23, 21-25 and 15-12. The
Boricuas hadn't defeated the
Dominicans in seven years.
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E m e r ge n c y
■ Emergencies 911
■ Police Department 787-343-2020
■ Carolina Police

Department 787-253-0571
■ Fire Department 787-343-2330

Carolina 787-769-2330
San Juan 787-722-1120

■ Ambulances 787-756-3424
■ State Emergency

Services 787-754-2550
■ American Red Cross

Puerto Rico Chapter 787-759-7979
■ Puerto Rico

Poison Center 1-800-222-1222

Hospitals
■ Del Maestro 787-758-8383
■ Ashford Presbyterian

Community Hospital 787-721-2160
■ San Jorge Children's

Hospital 787-641-1919

■ Auxilio Mutuo 787-758-2000
■ Pavia

Hato Rey 787-754-0909
Santurce 787-641-1616

■ HIMA•San Pablo
Caguas 787-653-3434
Bayamón 787-620-4747
Humacao 787-656-2424
Fajardo 787-655-0505

■ Puerto Rico and
the Caribbean
Cardiovascular
Center 787-754-8500

■ Doctor's Center
San Juan 787-999-7620

■ Hermanos Meléndez 787-798-8181

P.R. Government
■ State Department 787-722-2121
■ Treasury Department 787-721-2020

U.S. Government
■ Department

of Agriculture 787-721-2120
■ Immigration and

Naturalization 1-800-375-5283
■ Internal Revenue

Service 1-800-829-1040
■ Secret Service 787-277-1515
■ Coast Guard 787-729-6800

C o n s u l a te s
■ Austria 787-625-3118
■ Belgium 787-833-2570
■ Belize 787-250-6600
■ Bolivia 787-722-5449
■ Canada 787-759-6629
■ Chile 787-725-6365
■ Colombia 787-754-6885
■ Costa Rica 787-725-6365
■ Czech Republic 787-722-0939
■ Denmark 787-725-2532
■ Dominican Republic 787-725-9550

■ Ecuador 787-999-5225
■ El Salvador 787-782-5211
■ Eastern Caribbean

States 787-667-4748
■ France 787-726-2527
■ Finlandia 787-720-0098
■ Georgia 787-724-8070
■ Guatemala 787-706-3333
■ Hungary 787-831-2010
■ Israel 1-305-925-9400
■ Italy 787-767-5855
■ Japan 787-289-8725
■ Korea 787-777-8888
■ Mexico 787-764-0258
■ Netherlands 787--774-2222
■ Nicaragua 787-781-6513
■ Norway 787-725-2532
■ Paraguay 787-727-8298
■ Peru 787-403-5572
■ Poland 787-781-3254
■ Portugal 787-755-8556

■ Russia 787-315-0419
■ Spain 787-758-6090
■ Switzerland 787-977-0286
■ Sweden 787-294-0018
■ Thailand 787-751-0151

■ Trinidad & Tobago 787-607-7070
■ United Kingdom 787-850-2400
■ Uruguay 787-764-7941
■ Venezuela 787-766-4250

Por primera vez en su historia, el Museo Nacional del 
Prado presenta en Puerto Rico y los Estados Unidos 
una exposición formada exclusivamente con obras 
maestras de su colección. 
 

Exposición abierta de miércoles a lunes
de 10am a 6 pm. Martes cerrado.
Entrada general a la exposición $5.00 

2325 Avenida Las Américas, 
Ponce, PR 00717-0776 
Tel (787) 840-1510 
www.museoarteponce.org

DIEGO VELÁZQUEZ Y TALLER, 
RETRATO ORANTE DE MARIANA DE AUSTRIA
(DETALLE). 
© ARCHIVO FOTOGRÁFICO. 
MUSEO NACIONAL DEL PRADO.
MADRID

Enjoy a memorable experience 
at Porta Caribe region

El Greco to Goya  
Masterpieces from the 
Prado Museum
March 25 – July 9, 2012

Image: Diego Velázquez (and workshop), Mariana de Austria, in Prayer (Detail). © Archivo Fotográfico. Museo Nacional del Prado, 
Madrid. Exhibition Organized by Museo de Arte de Ponce, Museo Nacional del Prado and Acción Cultural Española.
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