
r·• 

'¡· . ' • 

1 
' .. 
'. 

y_.,, 

~ .··t~:, . 
":,· • ,. r ., t . 

' . 

'2020.:Pla~' má:Y be: 4is~stro~s 
' • By JULITH JBDAMUS . 
r Colorado D1ily Stalf Wrlt•r . 

Jn • 1494, Christopher Columbus pre­
sented tlrn King and Queen of Spain with 
copper samples taknn fr~m mines in what 
is now Puerto Rico. Betwcen 1509 and 
1579, Spaniards cxtracll!d more than 1.2 

The projcct., Gal'cfa sayt>J, 
"irnfJl: . : llu1 ph_,.,~¡," 1 

house for th<t U.S. government - one that • 
could have critica! strategic importancc 
if other minora! sources dry up. 

Last woek, two Puerto nic1.m minlng 
engineer:; vi:1ited Cll to cliscuss proposed 
·u.s. governrnent plans to turn the island 
inlo un inte1·national mining and mineral 
pr-occssing center to pl'ovidc thn United 
States with " stablo supply of "s11·,1tcgk" 
minerals 05-1,ntial tu 11mi,m11l cturenso. 

OVER T!Hi NBX1' 1'HHlm d1:cades, 
th, Pn¡;:1wc: :1 1·1":e:,h.,d, tlw so\·11rm,H·n1 
pl,111s tu u¡,, ,111¡1 :! 11111lion acr11s - mut'<! 
than half th, tutal la11d m·ea of 1 lw id¡,nd 
-- to minin ,. That plan, to l.w ,, rncutOLl 11·.,v~ "•' :_, __ , impliet; 

cuUuJ•11J t.1t.:siruciion o.u' butwecn 1!11115 and 2020, involvl'S con-
• • struct..ion o!' 11 industrial purks, a largo 

our nation." mineral proc;essing center, huge open-pit 
___ __,. ______ .,.:.._,......_·,..1..;·:...· • , mines.in,th!! island's interior, onda vast. 
mi!Jion ounces of gold from mines on the , infrastructure to support the projei,:t, in- • 
island unti.l discoveries of the metal in cluding 24 c;lams and a pipeline encircl­
Peru and Mexico drew them elsewher.e. ,- ing the island that will supply the vast 
' Now, sorne four centuries afler that in- ·•· amounts of water needed to process the 
itíal mineral exploitation, the Reagan ad-· • . meta Is. • • 
ministration has de~ided to dig up what Engineers Alexjs Massol and Eduardo 
the Spaniards left behind. Studies con- ,García, who work for the Taller de J\rte 
ducted by the U.S. government sitice the y Cultura in Adjuntas, P.R., fe¡ir that the 
end of World ·War Two have revealed vast project; (,iubbed the 2020 Plan, may 

. that Puertq Rico, often described as an. ··produce not just wealth but disaster. Min-
~ impóverishcd island with minima,I natural ; ,; in$ on ttiat scale, they say, could produce •• 

resources, truly deserveij its name ("rich • '·severe·environmental problems in the, 
port"). Its vast deposits of gold, copper, . form of ·ero~ion, deforestation, air and 
nickel, manganeso, ohromium 11nd other'· ,: • ; water pollution and acid r¡tin thát the . 

. . valuable metals could make·it a treasl,Jre: .'·. ' • • • • • ,c1, 
·•.·., ' .. t ''. \ f t. f, 1 ' ... ',' ••• J. I 4•,•,ffl'J','¡'ºl't·•'•fi'',"lt .. 1""!.i'•' conLJnuc .qtl,~g~.s 
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